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1. Basic expressions to communicate
Expresiones bdasicas para comunicarse

Hello! - jHola!
Have a good day! - jQué pase/s un buen dia! (Usted/Tu)How are you? - ; Como estas (tu)?, ; Cémo
esta usted?

In English there is only a singular second-person form of the personal pronoun, but in Spanish,
when we talk to another person, we can say “tu” (is less formal) and “usted” (more formal: for people
that you do not know or with whom you want to express a special respect, formal letters, etc.).

In consequence, in plural you can say “vosotros” or “ustedes”.

Thank you - Gracias.

What's your name? - ; Cémo te llamas?, ; Como se llama (usted)?
My name is Carmen. - Me llamo Carmen.

| am Carmen - j(Yo) Soy Carmen!

And you? - ;Y tu? Y usted?

In English (and other languages as German, Dutch, French...), saying the subject in a phrase is
compulsory. In Spanish, you can say the subject if you want, but it is not compulsory. In these cases,
the subject is understood.

In Spanish, when we make a question, we must write the interrogation and exclamation points at the
beginning and at the end of the phrase.

Pleased to meet you! - jEncantado/a de conocerte/le! (Tu/Usted).
We end the adjective “encantado/a” in “0” or “a” depending on the genre of the person who is talking.
We say “encantado” if the subject is masculine and “encantada” if it is feminine.

Please - Por favor

Thank you - Gracias

You're welcome - De nada

Excuse me - Disculpa/e, perdona/e (Tu/Usted)

('m) Sorry - Lo siento

Goodbye - jAdids!

See you later! - jHasta luego!

| don’t speak English/Spanish (well) - No hablo inglés/espafol (bien).
Do you speak Spanish - ;Habla/s espanol? (Usted/Tu)

Is there someone here who speaks English/Spanish? - ;Hay alguien aqui que hable inglés/espa-
nol?

In English we can say “there is” or “there are” depending on if the direct object is singular or plural,

but in Spanish there is the unique form “hay”, and it does not matter the number of the object. Exam-
ple: Hay una persona. Hay cinco personas. Hay muchas personas.
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Help! - jSocorro! jAyuda!
Good morning - Buenos dias
Good afternoon / Good evening - Buenas tardes

In Spanish we say “Buenas tardes” from 12 o’clock midday untill 9 or 10 p.m., when we say “Buenas
noches”, but the hour is not exact. And this can change a lot between winter and summer, as in this
case there are more light hours.

Good night - Buenas noches
| don’t understand - No entiendo/comprendo.
| don’t understand you — No te/le entiendo/comprendo. (Tu/Usted).

2. Problems - Problemas

I'll call the police - Llamaré a la policia.

Police! - jPolicia!

Stop! Thief! - jAlto, ladron!

| need help - Necesito ayuda.

It's an emergency! - {Es una emergencia!l

I’'m lost. - Estoy perdido/a

I've lost my purse/handbag. - He perdido mi cartera /bolso.

I've lost my wallet. - He perdido mi cartera/billetera.

I’'m sick. - Estoy enfermo/a.

I’'m injured. - Estoy herido/a.

| need a doctor. - Necesito un médico.

Can | use your phone? - ; Puedo usar tu/su teléfono? (Tu/Usted)

| haven’t done anything wrong. - No he hecho nada malo.

Please, there has been a mistake. - Por favor, ha habido un error.

It was a misunderstanding. - Fue un malentendido.

Where are you taking me? - ; Adonde me lleva?

| am a Spanish/English/American... citizen. - Soy ciudadano espanol/ingles/Americano...
| want to talk to the Spanish embassy/consulate. - Quiero hablar con la embajada espanola/el con-
sulado espaniol.

3. The time - El tiempo

Before — Antes
Now - Ahora
Later - Después

4. The hour - La Hora

One (o’clock) AM/in the morning - La una de la madrugada.
Two (o’clock) AM/in the morning - Las dos de la madrugada.
Ten (o’clock) AM/in the morning - Las diez de la mafana.
Twelve (o’clock)/midday - Las doce/Mediodia.
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One (o’clock) PM/in the afternoon - La una de la tarde.

Two (o0’clock) PM/in the afternoon - Las dos de la tarde.

Ten (o’clock) PM - Las diez de la noche.

Twelve (o’clock)/midnight - Las doce de la noche/Medianoche.

5. Duration - Duracion

One/five minute(s) - Un/cinco minuto(s)
One/four hour(s) - Una/cuatro hora(s)
One/six day(s) - Un/seis dia(s)

One/two week(s) - Una/dos semana(s)
One/eleven month(s) - Un/once mes(es)
One/eight year(s) - Un/ocho afio(s)

é. Days - Dias

Today - Hoy

Yesterday - Ayer

Tomorrow - Manana

This week - Esta semana

Last week - La semana pasada
Next week - La semana que viene

7. The days of the week - Los dias de la semana

Monday - Lunes
Tuesday - Martes
Wednesday - Miércoles
Thursday - Jueves
Friday - Viernes
Saturday - Sabado
Sunday — Domingo

In English we say “On Monday | will go to the party”. But in Spanish we use the definite article (el/los)
to talk about the days of the week, e.g., El lunes iré a la fiesta.

“See you Tuesday”. — Te veo el martes/Hasta el martes.
“l go to the cinema on Fridays”. — (Yo) voy al cine los viernes.

www.clasesparticularescarmen.com 4|




8. The Months of the year - Los meses del ano

January - Enero
February - Febrero
March - Marzo

April - Abril

May - Mayo

June - Junio

July - Julio

August - Agosto
September - Septiembre
October - Octubre
November - Noviembre
December - Diciembre

9. The date - La fecha

1st April 2012 (U.K.), April 1st, 2012 - 1 de Abril de 2012.
5th May 2012 (U.K.), May 5th, 2012 - 5 de Mayo de 2012.

In English the date is said as an ordinal number but In Spanish is a cardinal number.

10. The colours — Los colores

Black - Negro/a
White - Blanco/a
Grey - Gris

Red - Rojo/a

Blue - Azul

Yellow - Amarillo/a
Green - Verde
Orange - Naranja

Purple - Purpura, morado/a, violeta, lila.

Brown - Marrén, castafio/a.

In Spanish there are some colours that we must concord with the genre of the name they are qua-

lifying. Then if we are talking about a feminine object we must end the adjective in “a”, e.g.: El boli-

grafo negro / La silla negra.

We must also note that in Spanish the adjective generally is placed after the noun. Nevertheless, we
can find some literary and/or poetic texts where the adjective is before the noun.
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11. Numbers - NOmeros

Zero - Cero

One — Uno/a

Two - Dos

Three - Tres

Four- Cuatro

Five - Cinco

Six - Seis

Seven - Siete

Eight - Ocho

Nine - Nueve

Ten - Diez

Eleven - Once

Twelve - Doce
Thirteen - Trece
Fourteen - Catorce
Fifteen - Quince
Sixteen - Dieciséis
Seventeen - Diecisiete
Eighteen - Dieciocho
Nineteen - Diecinueve
Twenty, twenty-one, two, three... - Veinte, veintiun/o/a, veintidds, veintitrés...

E.g. El niumero veintiuno. — Hay veintiun zapatos. — Hay veintiuna sillas.
This rule applies for all the cases where we say “un/uno/a”.

Thirty, thirty-one, two... - Treinta, treinta y uno/a, treinta y dos...
Forty — Cuarenta, cuarenta y uno/a, cuarenta y dos...

Fifty — Cincuenta, cincuenta y uno, cincuenta y dos...

Sixty — Sesenta, sesenta y uno, sesenta y dos...

Seventy — Setenta, setenta y uno, setenta y dos...

Eighty — Ochenta, ochenta y uno, ochenta y dos...

Ninety — Noventa, noventa y uno, noventa y dos...

A hundred — Cien, ciento uno, ciento dos, ciento cincuenta y tres...
Two hundred — Doscientos, doscientos cuarenta y ocho..., trescientos...
A thousand — Mil, mil doscientos ochenta y nueve...

Two thousand — Dos mil..., tres mil...

A million — Un millon...

Two million - Dos millones...

12. Transport -Transporte

12.1. Buses and trains - Autobuses y frenes

How much is a ticket to Barcelona? - ; Cuanto cuesta un billete para Barcelona?
One/A ticket to Barcelona, please. - Un billete para Barcelona, por favor.
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Where does this train/bus go? - ;A donde va este tren/autobus?
Where is the train/bus to Barcelona? - ;Ddonde esta el tren/autobus hacia Barcelona?
Does this train/bus stop in Barcelona? - ; Este tren/autobus tiene parada en Barcelona?

We could translate literally “para Barcelona” from the verb “parar” but it is better to say “tiene para-
da” in order to do not confuse the verbal form “para” with the preposition “para” (= to, for).

When does the train/bus for Barcelona leave? - ;Cuando marcha/parte/sale el tren/autobus para
Barcelona?

When will this train/bus arrive to Barcelona? - ; Cuando llegara este tren/autobus a Barcelona?
How can | get to Barcelona? - ; Como puedo llegar a Barcelona?

...the train station? - ...la estacion de tren?

...the bus station? - ...la estacion de autobuses?

...the airport? - ...al aeropuerto?

...downtown? - ...al centro?

...the Garibaldi Hotel? - ...el Hotel Garibaldi?

...the American/Canadian/Australian/British Consulate? -

...el Consulado de Estados Unidos/Canadiense/Australiano/Britanico/?

We have already said that the adjective in Spanish goes after the noun. Here it is the same.

Where can | find a hotel? - ; Donde puedo encontrar un hotel?

...a restaurant? - ...un restaurante?

...abar?-...unbar?

...Sites to see/visit? - ...sitios para ver/visitar?

Can you show it to me on the map? - ; Puede/s ensefiarmelo/mostrarmelo en el mapa? (Usted/Tu).
Street - Calle

Square - Plaza

Building - Edificio

Road — Carretera

Left - Izquierda

Right - Derecha

Turn left - Gira/e a la izquierda. (Tu/Usted)

Turn right - Gira/e a la derecha. (Tu/Usted)

Take the first street to the right - Toma/e la primera calle a la derecha.
Take the third street to the left - Tomal/e la tercera calle a la izquierda.
Straight ahead, on - Todo recto, sigue/siga recto. (Tu/Usted)

(1P l]

In Spanish, when we pronounce the letter “g”, it can have two possible sounds:

- A strong sound, as the Spanish “” (similar to a stronger English “h” or the German “ch”). In these
cases: ge, gi.

- As a softer sound (as “guitar” in English). In these cases: ga, go, gu.

- If we find “gue, gui” we must pronounce the soft sound.

Examples: Sigue recto / Siga recto. These phrases have the same sound (soft).

Words with soft sound: gato (cat), gallo (cock), garganta (throat), guerra (war), guerrero (warrior),
guitarra (guitar), guia (guide), gobierno (government), gota (drop), guante (glove), gubernamental
(governmental).
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Towards the ...- Hacia el/la...
Past the...- Pasado el/la...
Before the... - Antes de...

Look for the ... - Busca/busque el/la... (Tu/Usted)
Intersection - Interseccién , cruce
Roundabout — Rotonda, glorieta
North - Norte

South - Sur

East - Este

West - Oeste

Uphill - Hacia arriba

Downhill - Hacia abajo

Upstairs- Escaleras arriba
Downstairs - Escaleras abajo

12.2. Taxi - Taxi

Taxi! - jTaxi!

Take me/us to Barcelona, please! - LIéveme/LIévenos a Barcelona, por favor! (Usted)
How much does it cost to go to Barcelona? - ; Cuanto cuesta ir a Barcelona?

Leave me here, please. - Déjeme aqui, por favor.

13. Driving - Conducir

I'd like to rent a car. - Querria/Me gustaria alquilar un coche.
One way - Direccién unica

No parking - No aparcar , no estacionar

Speed limit - Limite de velocidad , velocidad maxima
Gas/petrol station — Estacion de servicio, gasolinera.

14. Lodging - Alojamiento

Do you have any rooms available? - ; Hay habitaciones libres?

How much is a room for one person/two people? - ; Cuanto cuesta una habitacion para una perso-
na/ dos personas?

Does the room have... - 4, La habitacion tiene...

...a bathroom? -...bafio?

...a telephone? -...teléfono?

...a TV? - .. television?

May | see the room first? - ; Puedo ver la habitacién primero?

Do you have anything quieter? - ¢ Tiene algo un poco mas tranquilo?
...bigger? - ...mas grande?

...Cleaner? - ...mas limpio?

...cheaper? - ...mas barato?

OK, I'll take it. - Muy bien, la tomaré/me la quedo.

| will stay for one/four night/s. - Me quedaré por una/cuatro noches/s.
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Can you suggest other hotels? - ; Puede recomendarme otros hoteles?

Do you have a safe? - ; Tiene/s caja fuerte? (Usted/Tu)

...lockers? - ...taquillas?

Is breakfast/supper/dinner included? - ¢ El desayuno/la cena esta incluido/a?
What time is breakfast/supper? - ¢ A qué hora es el desayuno/la cena?
Please, clean my room. - Por favor, limpie mi habitacion.

Can you wake me up at...? - ; Puede despertarme a las...?

| want to check out. - Quiero dejar el hotel.

15. Money - Dinero

Do you accept Dollars/Euros? - ; Acepta/n Délares/Euros? (Usted/Ustedes)

Do you accept credit card? - ; Acepta/n tarjeta de crédito? (Usted/Ustedes)

Can you change money to me? - ; Me puede/s cambiar dinero? (Usted/Tu)
Where can | change money? - ; Donde puedo cambiar dinero?

What is the exchange rate? - ; A cuanto esta el cambio?

Where is an automatic teller machine (ATM) - ; Donde hay un cajero automatico?

16. Eating (food) - Comer (comida)

Please, a table for one person/two people. - Por favor, una mesa para una/dos persona/s.

Please, can you bring me/us the menu? - ; Por favor, puede/s traerme/traernos el menu? (Usted/
ta)

I’'m/ We are ready to order. — Estoy/Estamos listo/s para ordenar (pedir).

Breakfast - Desayuno

Lunch - Comida, almuerzo

Supper (Reino Unido), dinner (EEUU) - Cena (everywhere)

| want... - Quiero...

| would like a dish containing... - Quisiera un plato que lleve...

In Spanish, saying “quiero” is a little rude and too much direct to ask for something, mainly if we do
not know the person we are talking to. It is more polite to say “querria /me gustaria” if we want to be
well attended.

chicken - pollo

beef - ternera, buey

fish - pescado

ham - jamodn

sausage - salchicha
cheese - queso

eggs - huevos

salad - ensalada

(fresh) vegetables - verdura (fresca)
(fresh) fruit - fruta (fresca)
bread - pan

toast - tostada

noodles - fideos

rice - arroz
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beans - alubias, judias, habichuelas

May/Can | have a glass of...? - ; Me puede poner/traer un vaso de...?
May | have a cup of...? - ; Me puede poner/traer una taza de...?
May | have a bottle of...? - ; Me puede poner/traer una botella de...?
coffee - café

tea-té

juice - zumo , jugo

water - agua

sparkling water — agua con gas

still mineral water — agua mineral sin gas

beer - cerveza

red/white wine - vino tinto/blanco

May | have some ...?7 - ; Me puede dar un poco de...?

salt - sal

black pepper - pimienta

butter - mantequilla , manteca

Excuse me, waiter! - jcamarero!, jmozo!

I've finished. - He acabado.

It was delicious. - Estaba delicioso/muy bueno/muy rico.

Please, clear the plates. - Puede llevarse los platos.

The bill, please.- La cuenta, por favor.

When is closing time? - ; Cuando cierran?

Where is the bathroom? - ; Donde esta el baio?

NOTE ABOUT THE TIP: In the USA, the tip is a habit and it usually reaches the 15 or 20% of the
total amount of the bill. In Spain, it is a less spread practice and it can be compound only by some
coins, depending on our opinion about the quality of the service.

17. Shopping - Comprar (Ir de compras)

Do you have this in my size? - ; Tiene esto de mi talla?

How much is this? - ; Cuanto cuesta esto?

That’s too expensive. — (Esto) es demasiado caro.

Would you accept Visa/American dollars? - ; Acepta/n Visa/ddlares? (Usted/Ustedes)
Expensive - caro

Cheap - barato

| can’t afford it. - No me lo puedo permitir.

| don’t want it. - No lo quiero.

I’m not interested. - No estoy interesado/No me interesa.

OK, I'll take it. - De acuerdo, me lo llevaré.

Can | have a bag? - 4 Tiene una bolsa?

...cold medicine. - ...medicamento para el resfriado.

...stomach medicine. - ....medicamento para el dolor de estbmago

...sunblock lotion./ sunscreen - ...crema solar.

...pain reliever. (e.g., aspirin or ibuprofen) -...analgésico (Aspirina, Ibuprofeno).
...English-language books. - ...libros en inglés.

...English-language magazines. - ...revistas en inglés.

...an English-language newspaper. - ...un periodico/diario en inglés.

www.clasesparticularescarmen.com 1 0



...an English-Spanish dictionary. - ...un diccionario inglés-espanol.
...a pen. - ...un boligrafo.

...postage stamps. - ...sellos.

...a postcard. -...una postal.

...batteries. - ...pilas.

...arazor. -...una hoja de afeitar/rasuradora (machine)
...shampoo. -...champu.

...soap. - ...jabon.

...a toothbrush. - ... un cepillo de dientes.
...toothpaste. - ...pasta de dientes.

...an umbrella. - ...un paraguas.

...writing paper. - ...papel para escribir.

| hope this little guide is helpful for you, but if you have some doubts about
Spanish, you can contact me through the e-mail that appears in my website
www.clasesparticularescarmen.com

| will answer your questions without any charge. Moreover, if you want to learn
more about Spain and the Spanish language, we can start face-to-face or on-
line teaching.

Go ahead with your learning and | look forward to your messages!

Carmen




